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A PARADIGM SHIFT IS HERE 

• Yes, we are entering a paradigm shift. The old paradigm has collapsed. 

• Internet has changed almost everything  

• Conrad, Hughes (2018) states that the 21st world has the following 
characteristics: Volatility or unpredictability, uncertainty, complexity 
and ambiguity. Those 4 words imply some negativity which needs to 
be anticipated.  

 



 



•  are suffering from INFOBESITY, It is the enemy of a good decision 
(Roger, 2013) and INFORMATION OVERLOAD 

• “Information overload occurs when the amount of input to a system 
exceeds its processing capacity. Decision makers have fairly limited 
cognitive processing capacity. Consequently, when information 
overload occurs, it is likely that a reduction in decision quality will 
occur.  

• Conrad urges that that the education we are providing for young people 
should, therefore, change radically. 

• But what kind of change? 

 



LITERACY IS THE ANSWER! (John Trischitti, 
2017) 
• The call for literacy is sounder than ever 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z-h-BhcV7DM 

  (Luke, Freebody, Yoon, Papadopolus, Hagood) 

• To be literate was understood as to be able to read and write/respond texts 
for comprehension   this is old fashioned! 

• It has shifted into   to read the words for the world (Freire) 

• To understand text critically, to be skeptical of the hidden agenda behind 
the texts. To read between the lines. 

• To be able to take a position towards texts (to accept, to accept with notes, 
to reject with notes, to totally reject, to trash) 
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WHAT IS EXPECTED BY PISA AND PIRLS IN 
LITERACY? 
Capability: 

To comprehend the text 

To locate explicit and implicit information 

To retrieve information 

To integrate information 

To interpret ideas 

To examine and evaluate information 

To detect and handle conflict (PRLS, and Pisa test sample) 

 

 



LITERACY IS MULTIDIMENSIONAL IN NATURE 

 



 



 



HOW (CHILDREN’S) LITERATURE SUPPORT 
LITERACY? 
• It is loaded with experiences, thoughts and values of life in packaged 

in different genres 

• It offers pleasure* and enjoyment   ideal for emergent literacy 
(Shine, (2018), Nodelman (2003);Johnson (2012) 

• It is fragmented, and therefore contains useful gaps needed 

• Most of the information is implicit  

• It is rich with human right issues to discuss, critique and make 
dialogue 

• It is open for multiple interpretation and reading position 

 

 

 



THE WORLD OFFERS CHILDREN 

• World has offered children more complicated texts.  

• Texts with more challenging yet more relevant to contemporary life 
topics.  

• Texts with more children’s empowerment, more voice of children and 
less voice/interference of the adults, more opportunity for children to 
develop, and for more discoveries.  

 



THE SIGNS OF CHANGE,  
THE CALL ARE HERE TOO! 

GENRE Num % 

Realism 2 13.33% 

Fantasy/Critical fantasy 8 53.33% 

Modern fable modern/animal stories 3 20% 

Comic 1 6.66% 

Traditional literature 1 6.66% 

15 100% 



JENIS JUMLAH PROSENTASE 
Picture Book 11 73.3% 
Buku berilustrasi 1 6.66% 
Kumpulan cerpen 2 13.33% 
Komik 1 6.66% 
Jumlah 15 100% 

TYPES NUM % 

Picture Book 11 73.3% 

Illustrated book 1 6.66% 

Short stories 2 13.33% 

Comic 1 6.66% 

15 100% 



LANGUAGE NUM % 

Indonesian 4 26.66% 

Translated 7 46.66% 

English 3 20% 

Bilingual (English ori) 1 6.66% 

15 100% 



TITLE LOGOCENTRIC DECONSTRUCTIVE 
Cewek-Cewek Top BGT   v 

Princess Kocak   v 

Legenda Malin Kundang an Dongeng 
terkenal Lainnya 

v   

Treasure Hunting in France   v 

Roxy Learns to Swim v   

Belajar Toleransi Bersama Putri Kecil   v 

Penyihir  Antar Jemput   v 

Ke mana Hilangnya si Cebo v   

Mengapa Bumi Semakin Panas v   

The Nearsighted Giraffe v   

My Pet Book   v 

Fun in the Mud v   

Mengirim Bintang   v 

Tiga Pendongeng Atau-Atau   v 

Magnet Itu Kuat   v 

Sum 6 (40%) 9 (60%) 



• It is a bit surprising for me to learn that stories the students favour 
are dominated (although not much different) by texts that contain 
deconstructive ideas, some ideas that are not normative, containing 
alternative thoughts to common sense or out of the box (60%).  

• My Pet Book for example, tells a story about a boy who thinks having 
a book as a pet will be great, as he doesn’t have to wash, feed, walk 
or look after his/her poo. Causing controversy at the beginning, the 
creative boy finally gets support from his previously confused family.  

 



WHAT TO DO? 

• In this paradigm shift and information obesity, literacy must be taken 
seriously not to take it for granted 

• Literacy MUST NOT BE SEEN as reading and writing, but away 
BEYOND decoding the text. We must train them to read the word for 
the world. Post reading activities must be conducted.  

• (Children’s) literature has high potential to support critical literacy for 
many reasons. More literature must be used, researched and created 
in literacy projects. 

• There are some changes on the readers’ expectation, we should pay 
attention on it. Listen to their voices. 

 

 


